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Proper escape is the final step to ensure life safety in fires. The study tried to clarify the factors of proper escape
through the escape behavior survey in a smoke-filled maze room at the Tachikawa Life Safety Learning Center
with the cooperation of 237 citizens whose age ranged from 8 to 81.

The findings were as follows:

1. The advance confirmation of escape route is essential to prompt and safe escape.

2 . The illuminated exit signs could guide the citizens as effective as the advance confirmation of
escape route could.

3. The aged walk slowly and they don’t seem to make use of the layout information for prompt escape.
The aged should be guided to escape under the strong leadership at an early stage of fire.

4 . The boys and girls should be guided to escape by their reliable person at an early stage of fire.

5. A better understanding of the exit signs is required for proper escape. Therefore, the role of the
exit signs should be taught to lower graders so that they could understand the types, the locations and
the meaning of the pictographs.
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